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Hold fast to dreams 
For if dreams die 

Life is a broken-winged bird 
That cannot fly. 

 

-Langston Hughes  
 

 
 

Our beloved Congregation began 375 years ago with the dream of six women and 
one Jesuit priest. They dreamed of uniting neighbor with neighbor and neighbor 
with God while living as sisters of the neighborhood. 
 
Many others shared their dream and now Sisters of St. Joseph live this dream in 49 
countries throughout the world. 
 
Dreams have power, especially when they are shared. They inspire us to reach 
higher, to imagine things beyond which we can see and touch. Dreams give us a 
sense of purpose and enrich our lives with meaning. 
 
We are grateful for the generosity of sisters, associates, agrégées, partners in 
mission, St. Joseph Worker community, staff, and all members of the Joseph family 
who have kept the dream alive and growing. You will read some of their efforts in 
this annual report. 
 
 
May we continue to hold fast to the dream, 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Maryellen, Kristen, Lisa, and Stella 
The U.S. Federation of the Sisters of St. Joseph staff 
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Executive Director’s Office 

 
 

“Relationships are at the heart of who we are  
and who we are becoming.” 

 
 
It is always so difficult for me to know how to format this report. Should I do it chronologically 
or highlight the significant events or duties of each season? To do so seems a bit boring and 
could come down to just a list of tasks accomplished or meetings attended. 
 
As I reflect on my five years as Executive Director, I sincerely believe that all the power we have 
to accomplish good as a Federation comes from the variety and strength of our relationships. 
These relationships don’t just happen, we must be intentional about developing them. For this 
report I would like to highlight some of the relationships that I believe are having an impact on 
our work in the Federation.  
 
Federation Staff: One of my primary relationships is with the staff. Kristen Whitney Daniels, 
Lisa Cathelyn, and Stella D’Angelo are a joy to work with. Each lives the spirit of charism in all 
their undertakings on the part of the Federation. The staff meets every Monday morning to plan, 
share ideas and support each other’s creativity. While Lisa departed the Federation at the end of 
October, we are forever grateful for all the work she did to start our justice program. 
 
Co-Chairs of the Leadership Council: I meet regularly with Sisters Marie Hogan (Congregation 
of St. Joseph) and Mary Elizabeth Nelsen (Orange). I have them on speed dial. We meet to 
prepare the agenda for the Leadership Council, and they are available for advice and insight 
regarding the things that come up in between the regularly scheduled meetings.  
 
Leadership Council: The Leadership Council meets quarterly. Since the pandemic, we meet three 
times a year on zoom and once in-person. The Leadership Council will spend an extended time 
meeting in-person in November to work on developing relationships and strategic planning. At 
this extended meeting we will welcome Shannon Green as the first representative for our 
expanded membership, which includes all non-canonically vowed people. 
 
Standing Committees: The Federation has two standing committees. I meet with both regularly. 
They are the Finance Committee and the Lifelong Transformation for Mission Committee. 
 

Finance Committee: Since the pandemic, the finance committee has held all their 
meetings on zoom. They review the quarterly report. With my input, they approve the 
Federation budget. If any changes are needed during the year, I consult the committee. 
We meet yearly with our representative from Christian Brothers Investment Services to 
review our investments and review our criteria for investing. I am very grateful for the 
oversight of this committee.  
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We have an annual audit. I meet with the Auditor during this process. The Auditor meets 
with the finance committee to give the final report. 

 
Lifelong Transformation for Mission Committee: this committee meets three times a year 
on zoom and one time in person for a longer three-day meeting. This longer meeting was 
held in January of this year at the Orange Congregations house in Seal Beach, CA. That 
is one meeting no one likes to miss. Much time at this meeting was spent planning 
spiritual experiences for the Anniversary year. The agenda for this meeting is always full. 
Subgroups are formed to work on the agenda throughout the year. 

 
International Partnerships  
 

International Centre: This is my fourth year serving as the President of the Board of the 
International Centre. The board of the Centre meets twice a year in person in Le Puy-en-
Velay, France. I prepare the agenda for the meetings in collaboration with Sr. Barbara 
Bozak who serves as the facilitator for our meetings. During the year I have zoom 
meetings with Olga and Eluiza who offer hospitality at the Centre and oversee its daily 
operations. Over the years I have learned to stay calm when Olga begins her conversation 
with the words “we have a situation.” Because of the dedication of the Board and the 
staff, all situations have been positively and sensitively handled. Time this year was spent 
in preparation for the 20th anniversary celebration, which was held on October 17, 2024, 

 
Global Coordinating Group: Sr. Mary Elizabeth Nelsen, co-chair of the Leadership 
Council, and I represent the U.S. Federation in this group. We met in October of 2024 in 
conjunction with the 20th Anniversary Celebration of the International Centre. The 
planning of this meeting was done by the French Federation, who led us in a reflection on 
the Eucharistic letter and how it applies to our situation. 

 
UN-NGO: We are blessed to have the presence of Sisters Barbara Bozak and Marianne 
Sennick at the UN. Barbara keeps us up to date on what is happening. She sends a report 
to the Global Coordinating Group three times a year. Barbara has served for many years 
as the facilitator for the International Centre Board. Her knowledge of the history of the 
Centre has been invaluable for me. 

 
Each year the Federation staff attends the Commission on the Status of Women. This year 
we were pleased with the number of members of the Joseph family who also attended. 
We were happy to be able to welcome and provide hospitality to the St. Joseph Worker 
Community for their first visit to the UN. 

 
Canadian Federation: Our relationships with the Canadian Federation have grown 
steadily over the years. Marie Hogan, as co-chair of the Leadership Council and I 
attended the Canadian Federation meeting at Invermara Center about an hour north of 
Toronto. The officers of the Canadian Federation attended our Assembly in November in 
NY. The annual CSSJ dinner at the LCWR Assembly included both Canadians and 
Americans. Canadian vocation /formation promoters attend the zoom meetings with their 
counterparts in the U.S. 
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Our Canadian sisters are very active and forward thinking. Much of the work of their 
Federation is done in committees. Reports from each committee were presented. 
Discussion took place around the celebration of the 375th Anniversary. The 375th 
Anniversary logo, which is being used internationally, was viewed and many expressed 
appreciation. The group brainstormed creative ways in which they’ll use the logo for this 
jubilee year. 

 
Through the years our relationships with our Canadian sisters have grown stronger. We 
attend each other’s Federation meetings, Canadians join us at the CSSJ dinner at LCWR, 
and the Vocation /Formation committee are binational in their membership as is the 
Federation Novitiate. The Lifelong Transformation for Mission committee is enriched by 
the Canadian members. The prayer and ritual celebration of our Founder’s Day is 
prepared and celebrated on both sides of the Border. It is always inspiring to join with the 
Canadian Federation and witness their living of the mission and the Charism.  

 
We celebrate the strong and growing relationships that enable us to live and act more as one. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Maryellen Kane, CSJ 
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Leadership Council and Leadership Assembly 

 
Leadership Council 
 
The Leadership Council continues to evolve and grow. Since our November 2023 Leadership 
Assembly, we have added five new board members, Sisters Deirdre Griffin (Springfield) and 
Rosa Lopez (St. Augustine), who represent the youngest 7% of sisters in the Federation; Sisters 
Mary McGlone (Carondelet) and Mary Parks (Baden) as representative members of the 
Leadership Assembly; and Shannon Green, who represents the expanded membership of the 
Federation. Shannon is the first representative for this group. She is currently the director of the 
CSJ Institute at Mount Saint Mary’s University in Los Angeles and is a member of the Family of 
Joseph with the Sisters of St. Joseph of Orange. 
 
Two sisters are completing their term of office in November, one representing the Leadership 
Assembly and one representing our Charism Partners. Following the Leadership Assembly in 
November, the Leadership Council will be participating in team building and strategic planning 
for the coming years.  
 
The primary responsibility of the Leadership Council is to carry forward - in concert with others 
- the purposes of the Federation. This includes planning and preparing for the Leadership 
Assembly, overseeing various Federation groups, choosing a planning committee for the 375th 
anniversary, and supporting those offering programming for members of the Federation.  
 
Leadership Assembly 

 
We had two gatherings of the Leadership Assembly this past year. In November 2023, leaders 
gathered at the Thomas Berry Place in New York, with others joining us via Zoom. Sr. Mary 
Rowell used her facilitation skills to lead us in lively conversations.  
 
As part of our process, Sisters Sarah Simmons (Congregation of St. Joseph) and Sally Koch 
(Carondelet- Los Angeles) led the group in a series of exercises focused on the values we hold 
about local community living. Sally and Sarah used a video presentation, as well as quotes from 
members of Giving Voice and Tending the Flame to share the input of newer members of 
religious life.  
 
The U.S. Federation’s JPIC position completed the three years of promised funding. The 
Assembly discussed the value of the position for the Federation. It was decided that the position 
would continue, and it would be added as a line to the U.S. Federation’s budget.  
 
Sisters Patty Johnson (Carondelet) and Marie Hogan (Congregation of St. Joseph and co-chair of 
the Leadership Council) helped write a proposal on the Heartland Region for U.S. Federation 
Structures. There were two parts of this presentation which included disbanding the Regional 
Structures of the Federation and choosing the four Leaders of the Leadership Council from 
leaders at large. The second part of the proposal was to combine the three reserve power 
committees into one committee, the Reserve Power Committee. 
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Both parts of the proposal were accepted. The regional structure of the Federation was disbanded 
and leaders for the Leadership Council will be chosen at large. As a result of this decision, 
leaders from at large were invited to discern membership on the Leadership Council and two 
leaders offered their service.  
 
There was lively discussion related to the Reserve Power Committee proposal. The benefits 
included reducing the number of leaders serving on committees from 9-12 members to 4-5 
members. As a result, the Mission and Identity Committee, Governance Committee and the 
Assets Committee became one committee, the Reserved Powers Committee. Some of the 
previous responsibilities were given to the Federation Executive Director or to other committees.  
 
At the spring Leadership Assembly, which was held virtually, we explored the emerging 
Structure of the Federation. Using the emergent timeline of the Federation, we explored the 
ongoing evolution of the Federation throughout the years. Our conversations in small and large 
groups explored who we are as a Federation today and how we are creating space for the life of 
the Federation now. We explored what energizes us and what we both need from the Federation 
and are called to give. 
 
A proposal for shared governance was offered to the Federation. This offered a creative way to 
begin exploring the emerging future of Religious Life within the Federation. These topics will 
continue at our November 2024 Assembly.   
 

Reserved Powers Committee 

 
As mentioned above, last November the Leadership Assembly voted to change from three 
reserved powers committees to one committee now called the Reserved Powers Committee. 
Currently, Sisters Marie Hogan, Sean Peters, and Beth Sutter (Rochester) are serving on this 
committee. As a Leadership Assembly, we agreed that the committee would consist of four to 
five members. Therefore, we are seeking one to two members of the LA to volunteer to serve. It 
is important to have a full committee as we know there is frequent turnover in our Leadership 
Teams.  
 
The work of the Reserved Powers Committee this year included searching for and appointing a 
Federation Novice Director and naming a location for the Federation Novitiate. Sister Joan 
Gallagher, CSJ (Brentwood) was appointed as the novice director and the site for the novitiate is 
in Brentwood, NY.  
 
The Reserved Powers Committee has also worked to update the Federation Articles of 
Incorporation and Bylaws. These were brought to the Leadership Council where there were 
further edits and approvals, and we will bring them to the Leadership Assembly for final 
approval.  
 
With Sr. Maryellen Kane, we have also begun the process of updating the Federation Handbook. 
We hope to have this ready for approval at our Spring meeting.  
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375th Anniversary of the Founding of the Sisters of St. Joseph 

 
 

 

Celebrate. 
Embrace. 

Ignite. 
 
 

 
The Global Family of Joseph began the celebration of our 
anniversary year with a prayer and ritual celebrating 
Founders’ Day in 2024. The Listening Circles introduced 
on Founders’ Day will continue throughout the anniversary 
year. These zoom meetings will take place on significant 
days including the feast of John Pierre Medaille, St. Joseph 
Day, and the feast of St. Joseph the Worker. 
 
Intercongregational experiences of prayer, reflection and 
sharing will continue throughout the year as we move 
towards our large Celebration Event July 18-20, 2025 in 
Kansas City, Missouri. The theme of the event is 
“Celebrate. Embrace. Ignite.” In Kansas City, we will come 
together in large numbers — both in person and virtually 
— to celebrate the last 375 years of loving God and 

Neighbor without distinction. 
 
The anniversary year will close with prayer and ritual on our Founders’ Day celebration in 2025. 
 
The logo for the anniversary year which, was designed by the U.S. Federation in collaboration 
with the Global Coordinating Group, will be used throughout the International CSSJ community 
in various ways throughout the year. This logo stands as a sign of our worldwide unity in mission 
and Charism. 
 
May the celebration of this 375th anniversary ignite in us all the desire to live our lives uniting 
neighbor with neighbor and neighbor with God.  
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Dear Neighbor Series 
 
The Federation continued its monthly Dear Neighbor Series on the third Wednesday of the 
month this year. We built on the success and enthusiasm of its first year and continue to refine 
our offerings and methods of streaming.  
 
Throughout the year, we held 10 different topics, ranging from various forms of association with 
the Charism — including learning from agrégées and member of the Vocations committee – to 
justice issues, including calls for federal advocacy on climate change. The objectives and format 
of this offering remains largely the same as its inaugural year, to: 
 

1. Disseminate timely, relevant information to constituents — sisters, agrégées, associates, 
partners in mission. 

2. Highlight various programmatic and interest areas of the U.S. Federation. 
3. Provide a virtual space to bring questions and build relationships across congregations. 

The 30-minute format includes a brief introduction, grounding in prayer — particularly the 
Consensus statement and a maxim — and a brief presentation, followed by Q&A. This short 
format is a “snack” that folks can easily digest over tea or their lunch hour. We have determined 
that it is easier to stream over YouTube rather than Facebook, so will offer that going forward.  
 
The Federation has presented on the following topics (Sept. 2023-June 2024): 
 

• Lifelong Transformation Committee 

• Charism in Motion 

• Laudate Deum and Federal Advocacy 

• Leadership Council 
• Associates 

• FOREST Act and Federal  
• 375th Anniversary and Celebration in Kansas City 

• Expanded Membership and Representation on Leadership Council 
• Agrégées 

• Vocations Promotion  

 
The monthly attendance averages about 30 people. The most viewed and well-attended session 
was on the expanded seat on the Leadership Council for a non-vowed member of the Federation. 
With this overview, the Federation garnered enthusiasm of several applicants for the new seat on 
the Leadership Council.  
 
We look forward to another year of this series.   
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JPIC Office 
 
 
2024 By the Numbers: 
 

• Virtual events: 15 

• Letter Sign-Ons: 21 

• Conferences / Site Visits:  9 

• States and Countries Visited: 7 
(MN, PA, VA, NY, Washington 
D.C, Italy, France) 

• One-to-Ones: 45 

Highlights 

 
1. Collaborative events: in my third 

year with the U.S. Federation, I 
continue to harness the power of 
the JPIC office as a national 
convener for digital advocacy 
events. These events include 
prayer, education, and action. 
Sometimes, we worked in 
conjunction with other vowed religious communities; other times, we relied on the 
expertise of non-governmental organizations and amplified their work to our audience. 
Some examples are listed below:  
- Prayer for Peace and Call-In (Oct 24) 

o Planned in under 48 hours to respond to emerging war in Israel-Gaza 

- Prayer for Peace and Christian Call-in for Ceasefire in Palestine (December 20) 
o 200+ people tuned in live; highlights from Pax Christi USA; national call-in 

- Joseph the Migrant, Joseph the Worker (March 5) – Federation’s Immigration 
Working Group 

o Partnered with border / asylum advocacy group 

- Pride Prayer Service (June 25)  
o 20+ co-sponsoring congregations, leadership teams, JPIC offices 

o 250+ joined live  
 

Justice promoters from across the U.S. Federation pictured outside 
Thomas Berry Place, March 15. 
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2. CSSJ JPIC community: we 
continue to host quarterly meetings 
for JPIC promoters from across our 
16 congregations and provinces. New 
this spring, we. started connecting 
with JPIC offices within the 
Canadian Federation. Our northern 
neighbors have been a wonderful 
addition to this community, and we 
look forward to continued 
collaboration.  
- Encounter and Repair: Integral 

Ecology and Synodality – Annual 
Meeting (March 2024)  

o Encounter with 
Shinnecock Kelp 
Farmers, inspiration at Brentwood campus 

o Participating in UN Commission on the Status of Women 68 

o Practicing Conversations in the Spirit 
- At Thomas Berry Place in Queens, NY: We hosted 15 JPIC promoters from across the 

country for our Annual Gathering – the first in-person since 2019! The Federation 
coordinated much of the logistics and content for the gathering. It was a gift to hold 
space for these tenacious justice promoters, who often don’t have the chance to slow 
down and dialogue with one another and with God. It was an enlivening time to be 
together, and included ample time for prayer, conversation, and exploration.  
 

3. Credible, prophetic voice in partnerships: one of the primary roles of the position is to 
serve as a national representative in various federal advocacy and church spaces. Some of 
these memberships or coalitions are more formal than others.  

Nuns Against Gun Violence 
- In the fall of 2023, Lisa joined the steering committee for Nuns Against Gun Violence 

- Attend regular coalition and steering committee meetings each month  
- In June, Lisa served as moderator for the coalition’s second webinar, Firearms and 

Faith. 

Discerning Deacons 
- Lisa represented the Federation and all the CSSJ family in Rome at the opening of the 

Synod on Synodality in October 2023.  
- The Federation served as a partnering organization for the Discerning Diakonia event 

on April 29. This synodal encounter offered inspiring testimonies on the charism of 
the diaconate. Over 1,000 people tuned in live to the webinar. Lisa obtained a grant to 
cover a portion of the English-Spanish interpretation for the event.  

 

Justice promoters during their Annual Gathering outside the 
Shinnecock Kelp Farmers mural. 
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Washington Interfaith Staff Community 
- Formal membership requires that the staffer be based in DC; most of the sub-groups 

meet virtually. Lisa is now able to connect with interfaith colleagues working on 
extractivism, energy policy, and climate advocacy. 

NETWORK Lobby for Catholic Social Justice 
- Continue to share their offerings, particularly on multi-issue voting and preparations 

for the 2024 Elections 

-  

4. Synod on Synodality: The path of journeying together continues! Lisa served as our 
organization’s point person for all things Synod. This initiative has included:  
- Hosting listening sessions and keeping updated on different stages of the synod – 
sharing out this information to the wider community 

- Applying for and receiving a $5,000 grant to launch Seeds of Synodality, thanks to 
participation in Foundations of Christian Leadership – Duke Divinity  
- Participating in a young adult pilgrimage for the Synod’s opening in October, alongside 
to other CSSJ-affiliated folks. Coverage of participation in the young adult pilgrimage 
can be found here: https://cssjfed.org/resources/synod/ 
- Hosting a post-pilgrimage Sharing of the Heart in November 2023  

Lisa also sought to strengthen the connections of our vowed religious communities and their 
justice priorities with the synodal mission. She participated in two thematic conferences: Women 
in the Church National Conference (July 2023, Minnesota) and Leadership Roundtable’s 
Catholic Leadership Summit (February 2024, Washington DC).  
 
At the end of October 2024, Lisa departed from her position as JPIC coordinator for the U.S. 
Federation. We are so grateful for her dedication to this role and all that she has accomplished as 
the first JPIC coordinator for the organization. 
  

https://cssjfed.org/resources/synod/
https://womenofthechurch.org/item/2023-national-conference/
https://womenofthechurch.org/item/2023-national-conference/
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Charism in Motion 

 
Submitted by Kristen Whitney Daniels, U.S. Federation associate director 
 
 
Charism in Motion was originally 
dreamt into being in September 2021, 
the result of a grant application I 
submitted after my participation in 
Duke University’s Foundations of 
Christian Leadership program. The 
grant was informed by my years of 
being in the Federation; from my time 
as a St. Joseph Worker community 
member to being the associate director 
of the U.S. Federation. I saw where 
people were yearning and searching 
for more resources and that’s why 
Charism in Motion was created for 
those in their 20s-40s who find 
meaning in the CSSJ Charism. And 
that’s it — there are no other 
qualifications or silos for joining in 
the programming.  
 
The grant initially ran for the year of 2022. I knew the idea had future possibilities, the ability to 
thrive beyond the grant year. With the resounding success of an online Lenten retreat, meet-up at 
Event 2022, and a workshop for increasing resilience, we knew the program needed to continue. 
 
Since its inception, Charism in Motion has run two Lenten retreats, a series of reflections 
published for the entirety of the Federation, three prayer services, ongoing State of the Hearts, 
spiritual accompaniment, and multiple workshops. In 2024, our dream of convening in-person 
came to fruition. 
 
Pilgrimage 

 
A year in the making, 13 pilgrims from Charism in Motion landed at the CSSJ’s International 
Centre in Le Puy-en-Velay, France on June 6, 2024. However, the work started in June 2023 
where Sr. Michelle Lesher and I began the intense planning required for this pilgrimage. We met 
every other week to see it come to fruition. Every moment, every early morning call and 
cancelled travel agent was worth it when we got to see the group of 13 women from across the 
United States come together at the very site of our shared CSSJ heritage. The group represented 
six different congregations + the federation and identified as associates, members of the St. 
Joseph Worker community, sisters, congregational staff, ministry partners, CSSJ-sponsored 
school alumnae/professors/staff, and more.  

The 13 Charism in Motion pilgrims pictured in the original kitchen 
in Le Puy-en-Velay, France. 
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The group spent five days in Le Puy-en-Velay at our International Centre where we treated to the 
wonderful hospitality from the staff. Every day was spent learning of our heritage, sharing State 
of the Heart, and exploring our roots in this beautiful, spirit-filled medieval city. We also took 
advantage of our location by starting one of our days with the pilgrim mass at Cathédrale Notre-
Dame du Puy and spending a day on the Camino de Santiago de Compostela; Le Puy-en-Velay is 
the traditional starting point of the Le Chemin du Puy route. Many of our pilgrims report both the 
mass and travel on the Camino as a highlight of the trip. 
 
Another shared highlight was our prayer service in the kitchen where our original foundresses 
met when the community was formed in 1650. This preserved space is truly a Holy site where 
the connection to our heritage is palpable. Throughout the week we used a song by Sr. Sally 
Koch — one of our pilgrims — as a shared mantra, one that we sang together during our prayer 
service in this sacred space. Just recalling this moment still brings chills and will be a moment I 
will never forget.  
 

We continued the pilgrimage by 
stopping in Bas-en-Basset to visit the 
house that Mother St. John Fontbonne 
grew up in, followed by two days in the 
city of Lyon. While in this amazing 
city, we prayed at the grave of Mother 
St. John Fontbonne and visited the 
Congregation of Lyon and their 
Motherhouse Museum. While at the 
Motherhouse, we met with Sr. Judy 
Donovan (United States) and Sr. 
Vimala Alexander (India), members of 
the Lyon International Congregational 
team. This was another highlight of the 
trip as we heard about the larger global 
CSSJ charism and how sisters and 
partners continue to live this shared 

charism in places like Lebanon, India, and Egypt. 
 
Even as we returned to the United States, the bonds continue. We continue to meet for regularly 
scheduled State of the Hearts. Members of the pilgrimage have stepped up to present on the 
pilgrimage for the Federation, volunteer for the 375th Anniversary Celebration Event in Kansas 
City, and lead prayer services. This is a dynamic group taking the energy from the pilgrimage 
and sharing it with our wider community. 
 
A huge thank you to Sr. Michelle for the time, wisdom, and love that she shared with this trip. 
Thank you to all the communities who spiritually and financially supported this trip. Many of our 
pilgrims shared they would never have been able to attend without your generosity. Finally, 
thank you to all the pilgrims who said “yes” to this trip — this trip was shaped by each of your 
individual presences. 

The pilgrims pictured with Sr. Judy Donovan (center) outside the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Lyon Motherhouse in Lyon, France. 
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Spiritual Direction Program 

 
In 2023, Charism in Motion offered a spiritual accompaniment program during Lent. During that 
time, seven directors met with over 20 participants — a shocking turn out for our first year. After 
receiving overwhelmingly positive feedback from directors and participants, the Federation 
decided to formalize this experience. 
 
We heard from many young adults about the barriers and challenges of receiving spiritual 
direction. Some were related to cost, some experienced challenges connecting to a director who 
understood our Charism or the unique needs of young adults. In conjunction with the 
Federation’s Lifelong Transformation Committee, Charism in Motion is offering a spiritual 
direction program for young adults across the Federation.  
 
We have such a rich wealth of wisdom in our wider-CSSJ Federation. Many of our congregations 
even have spiritual direction training programs. We tapped into these groups and so far, we’ve 
had over 40 people sign up to be directors for this program. We are currently in the midst of 
doing outreach to young adults to sign up to be matched with a director. 
 
Please spread the word to any young adults who you think may be interested in this program. 
Our best “marketing” for Charism in Motion has always been word-of-mouth and personal 
invitation. We thank everyone who has already graciously shared all our events and happenings. 
 

Planning for the Future 

 
Charism in Motion is starting 2025 with a “Dream Team,” a small group that will collectively 
discern the future and needs of the program. This facilitated group will meet for 6-7 months 
where we collectively dream a shared mission for the group, co-create a strategic plan, and 
discern what is needed for the young adult population in the CSSJ Charism. This small group 
will do outreach with other groups to ensure that more voices are represented at the table. 
 
 
 
There are too many supporters of the program to individually name all our collaborators but 
please know that each of you has turned this dream into a reality that has now reached over 150 
young adults. Thank you for sharing your time, expertise, and prayers to make this program a 
success. May this new chapter for Charism in Motion light the way for more collaborations, 
partnerships, and relationship-building! 
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Lifelong Transformation Committee 

 
The Lifelong Transformation Committee (LTC) has continued to discern and define its Mission 
over this past year of meetings.  We see our Mission as: tending to the movement of the Spirit 
among us with a generous hospitality toward the new emerging; LTC committee accompanies all 
called to this journey of personal, communal, and organizational transformation. The committee 
cultivates relationships throughout the global CSSJ charism community and beyond. 
 
The LTC met in January 2024 for 3 days of organizing and planning and again via Zoom on May 
7 and September 18, 2024.  The action items we have focused on over this year include: 375th 
Planning Subcommittee to plan the Founders’ Days celebrations for October 14, 2024 and 2025 
(date to be determined) and a Task Force to plan Listening Circles which will be a series of 
Zoom Calls on key feast days during the year of the 375th celebration. They will take place 
January 29 in honor of Fr. Jean Pierre Medaille, March 18 celebrating the Feast of St. Joseph, 
and May 1 embracing our call to be Contemplative in Action. Other areas being focused on are a 
CSJA Leadership Think Tank, partnering with Charism in Motion for Spiritual Direction 
opportunities, and improving communication tools for ongoing formation opportunities. 
 
In January, the LTC welcomed Joanne Fantini as the new co-chair of the committee and a sub-
committee was formed to develop a process and application for inviting new membership to the 
committee. The LTC welcomed 2 new members to the committee at the Zoom in May after an 
Orientation Zoom in April. The new members are: Lyn Szymkiemicz (Baden) and Adele 
O’Sullivan (Carondelet- Los Angeles).  
 
Signed, 
 
The Lifelong Transformation Committee 
 

Adele O’Sullivan, Carondelet L.A. 
Deirdre Griffin, Springfield 
Joan Gallagher, Brentwood 
Joanne Fantini, Agrégée, Boston (co-chair) 
Joannie Cassidy, Philadelphia 
Kate Theriot, Associate, Congregation of St. Joseph 
Lyn Szymkiemicz, Baden 
Mary Jo Radey, Sault Ste. Marie, Canada 
Michelle Lesher, Philadelphia 
Sue Dunning, Orange (co-chair) 
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U.S. & Canadian Vocation/Formation Committee 

 
The Vocation/Formation Committee began in January 2021 and have been meeting virtually 
every other month in 2023-24 (while taking a break in the summer months). All the CSSJ 
Vocation & Formation Directors of the U.S. and Canada, and some leadership representatives as 
well as Congregational Communicators from both Federations are on our contact list, and all are 
invited to these gatherings. An average of 20-25 people participate in these meetings. 
Here are some highlights from this group during the past year: 

• The group meets virtually every other month (first Thursday) between September and 
June for continuity and momentum. We have a simple structure with 3 volunteers per 
meeting: one to plan and lead the meeting, one to lead prayer, and one to take minutes. 

• The group has regular check-ins on what is happening in our individual congregations 
and how we can support and promote each other’s vocation promotion activities. 

• There was outreach to communicators to craft a more unified and visible message about 
vocations & formation and they now regularly participate in our meetings. 

• The group submitted a joint ad for VISION magazine. 
• Gail Trippett, CSJ (Carondelet- St. Louis) and other sisters are working on creating a 

global website that allows internet search engines to locate Sisters of St. Joseph from 
around the world in one location. The collective desire is to create one website that unites 
the “family of Sisters of St. Joseph” together on one website. This global website 
committee received input from women in formation to generate ideas that would attract 
vocation interest globally. In addition, they obtained opinions from young adults about 
what attracts young adults to internet sites. This effort is a work in process. 

• There is a Communication sub-group meeting to improve the U.S. Federation website to 
promote Vocations and Religious Life. There is representation from sisters in the Tending 
the Flame group as well as vocation and communication ministers on this committee. 

• Part of their work has included obtaining a new centralized e-mail for vocations: 
vocations@cssjfed.org 

• There is now a single contact person for inquirers to the U.S. Federation website who 
triages inquiries and forwards them on to appropriate vocation ministers rather than 
having multiple responses to a woman inquiring. Sr. Valerie Zottola, CSJ (Baden) 
graciously offered to be the contact. 

• They are sending material for the U.S. Federation Website for special days like World 
Day for Consecrated Life on Feb. 2, Catholic Sisters Week in March, etc. The U.S. 
Federation has added a section on vocation activity and events in the monthly Federation 
newsletter. Sr. Valerie takes the lead in gathering content for this. 

  

mailto:vocations@cssjfed.org
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Federation Novitiate 

 
Live from the place of one desire — where God and you share the same dream. 

~Maxim 18 

 
Four decades ago, the congregations in the United States Federation of Sisters of St. Joseph 
began their collaboration of a canonical novitiate. This collaboration soon expanded to include 
our sisters in Canada. In time the novitiate experience evolved into a ten-month program rooted 
in our shared spirituality and our CSSJ Charism of unity and active inclusive love. The canonical 
novitiate offers the time for novices to discern their call to live from a desire where God and they 
share the same dream. A dream that brings the mission of Jesus, “that all may be one,” to a 
greater reality. 
 
We are grateful to all of our sisters who 
served as novice directors, presenters of 
various topics, shared in the life of the 
novitiate community, and the novices 
whose discernment led them to profess 
vows as a Sister of St. Joseph. They witness 
the desire and commitment that has brought 
the novitiate experience to a new moment, 
in a new location, with a new community. 

On August 1, 2024, the U.S. CSSJ 
Federation officially opened its novitiate in 
Brentwood, NY. Marked by ritual, this new 
moment was met with a sense of trust and 
the promise of what can be. In crossing the 
threshold and moving into the newly 
created sacred space, the novitiate 
community with novices Jennifer Martin 
(Toronto) and Liz McGill (Philadelphia) 
began their journey as a community. 
 
The orientation to the canonical novitiate was assisted by Maryellen Kane, Executive Director of 
the U.S. Federation; Marie Hogan, Federation Leadership Council Co-Chair; Michelle Lesher; 
Dotsy Schweitzer; Pat Murray; and Joan Gallagher, who serves as the current Novice Director 
for the Federation. In beginning this experience, we invoked the spirit of our Founders’ and 
called the forty novices in the Global Family of Joseph into our prayer. We invite all to hold our 
novices in heart and prayer during this time of discernment. A list of novices can be downloaded 
here. 

CSSJ Federation Novitiate Community: Joan Gallagher, 
Marit Steinsli, Liz McGill, Jeanne Ross, Jennifer Martin, and 
Pat Murray. 

../Program%20Info/2024%202025/Novices/Annecy%20Lyon%20Chambery%20novices.pdf
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Moving through the orientation days focused 
on hopes and dreams for the novitiate 
experience, there was deep gratitude to God, 
our sisters, and all in the Family of Joseph 
whose love will carry Jennifer and Liz 
through this sacred time. Freely opening to 
Holy Mystery, their desire to begin this next 
adventure of their journey in God is evident.  
 
As part of their orientation to this time and 
place, Jennifer and Liz each had the 
opportunity to be introduced to the ministry 
where they will give a day of service each 
week. Jennifer will be of service at 
Shepherd’s Gate, an early childhood 
program and Liz will be with the Garden 
Ministry.  
 

During the orientation at the Garden Ministry, Jennifer and Liz had the opportunity to experience 
the spirituality of breadmaking (see photos below). Like the yeast that was leaven for the bread, 
these experiences will give rise to the giftedness of these two women. They are willing to roll up 
their sleeves and be ready for any good work.  
 
Orientation was rounded off with Sheila Briody, SSJ (Rochester) who facilitated the novitiate 
community’s desire to build and strengthen their relationship. Sheila’s expertise guided the 
community through reflective processes that allowed all to express their hopes and desires, and 
to organize around the care for our common home. Together the community arrived at the 
commitment to witness unioning love with an awareness of mission, to embody an inclusive 
community life, balancing prayer, inner growth, and discernment in a compassionate, gentle, and 
honest environment; sharing our unique God-given gifts with each other, and the Dear Neighbor. 
 
As the novitiate program unfolded, we connected and brought in virtually Marit Steinsli, a 
novice with the Chambéry Congregation in Norway. For three months, Marit’s persistence, 
perseverance, and patience finally yielded a visa to join us in the United States. Upon her arrival 
on September 29th, Marit did not miss a beat and has been acclimating to life in the United States 
as we begin anew in the novitiate community. Now as a community of six sisters, we open 
ourselves to the embrace and embody the spirit of our first six sisters. 
The week’s rhythm during the novitiate program begins with Sharing of the Heart/Order of the 
House each Sunday. Presentations and Deepening Days follow on Monday through Wednesday. 
Thursday is a day of service, incorporating Theological Reflection at the day’s end and a Prayer 
Day each Friday. Additional input and experiences with the Hudson Valley Region 
Intercommunity Initial Formation Program and Live Out Loud, a virtual program open to the 
novitiate community that responds to the global reality of Religious Life.   
 
 
 

Orientation Team of Maryellen Kane, Michelle Lesher, Pat 
Murray, Marie Hogan, Dotsy Schweitzer, Jennifer Martin, Liz 
McGill, and Joan Gallagher. 
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We are grateful for our sisters who have entered into the novitiate experience with us thus far: 
o Paula Drass who shared on the gift of Charism and the virtues of the Two Trinities from 

which our spirituality flows.  
o Griselda Martínez Morales who grounded the CSSJ Charism and Spirituality in our call 

and movement to oneness into inclusive and intercultural relationships. 
o Ingrid Honore-Lallande who guided us in deepening our understanding of discernment 

through the Ignatian Spirituality and the CSSJ Charism and Spirituality. 
o Maria Pascuzzi who has begun a series exploring scripture and how it enriches our 

prayer. 
o Elizabeth Johnson and a conversation series on our Quest for the Living God and our call 

to make God’s presence known to the world. 
o Pat Byrne who prayerfully guided us in exploring the depths of our primitive documents. 
o Marcia Allen who joined us in an immersion of our spirituality, the great virtue, and in 

learning to live the maxims we realize how much they make up the fabric of our being. 
 

As we move further into the 
first half of the novitiate 
program we will study and 
pray with the gift and graces 
offered through the intimacy of 
relationships that are the 
framework of the evangelical 
counsels. In December, the 
first half of the novitiate 
program will culminate with a 
Charism retreat in Toronto.  
 
We are grateful for the 
reservoir of wisdom we have 
to draw upon from our sisters 
across Federations. You are all 
truly the “apple of our eyes” 
We are truly blessed! 
 
The love and support felt 
through the prayers and cards 
from sisters and the Family of 
Joseph are powerful 
expressions of unity. They 
remind us that relationships are at the heart of who we are and who we are becoming. Whatever 
stage of formation we find ourselves in, may we continue to move towards love of God and love 
of neighbor without distinction, never separating ourselves from them. 
 
We look forward to providing more updates as Jennifer, Liz, and Marit move through the CSSJ 
Federation Canonical Novitiate.  
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CSSJ Into the Future Collaborative 
 
The CSSJ Into the Future Cohort (IFC) group continues to treasure the time together, whether in 
person or by Zoom. This group is for the younger-ish sisters across the Federation. 
 
From July 26-30, 2023, 30 Sisters of St. Joseph from across the United States and Canada 
gathered at the Carmelite Spiritual Center in Darien, Illinois. These days provided time for 
prayer, sharing of the heart, sharing of meals and social time. For this cohort, continuing to build 
upon our relationships with each other is essential. Our being together provided inspiration, 
hope, joy, and the ongoing commitment to each other, to our Congregations and to our 
canonically vowed religious life. 
 
With a desire to stay connected with each other through the years, several smaller groups have 
been gathering monthly by Zoom for Sharing of the Heart. This continues to be an enriching 
experience, both on a spiritual level as well as fostering relationships, celebrating joyful 
moments, and providing support for each other as we all move through the many difficult 
decisions, challenges and changes that are the reality of every Congregation. 
 
Thirty-two CSSJs in the younger-ish cohort gathered on the evening of June 9, 2024 to pray, 
reflect and share together. Our gathering included sisters from United States, Canada, Puerto 
Rico, and Peru. 
 
Prior to the meeting, Sr. Jeanmarie Gribaudo (Boston) sent to the cohort the U.S. Federation 
Statistics report as of December 2023 reflecting the number of sisters by age in each 
Congregation. We also were invited to read an article entitled Hope in Suffering, written by Sr. 
Linda Buck (Orange). 
 
The questions we focused on for reflection were: 
        Where are you with the holy darkness of religious life? 
         What is in your heart as religious communities face uncertain times? 
           What do we need from each other to embrace the holy night? 
 
Our conversation was enriching, enlightening and continues to propel us forward. Our 
reflections, in detail, have been submitted to the U.S. Federation executive director Sr. Maryellen 
Kane CSJ. 
 
A deep sense of love, commitment and belonging to each one’s particular Congregation was 
expressed — “we are in it for the long haul!”  We will journey into the future together. 
The group agreed to meet every few months by Zoom and we look forward to being together, in 
person, at the Federation gathering in Kansas City in July 2025 to celebrate each other and our 
375th anniversary. 
 
Respectfully submitted in the name of the CSSJ IFC cohort, 
Suzanne Franck, CSJ (Brentwood) 
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Tending the Flame 
 
 

“It is time now.  It is time now that we thrive. … What a time to be alive! 
In this great turning we shall learn to lead in Love.” 

-MaMuse, We Shall Be Known   
 
 
Tending the Flame is a peer-led space created 
among our newest CSSJ Sisters across North 
America and around the world.  We are women 
in early stages of formation all the way through 
ten years of final profession, and our 
relationship with the U.S. Federation is as an 
Interest Group. We invite all Sisters who are 
within this cohort to connect with us! 
(cssjtendingtheflame@gmail.com) 
 
As members of congregations navigating 
various stages of aging and institutional 
transitions, we are also passionately committed 
to tending the newness that the Holy Spirit is calling forth within and among us. We are grateful 
to the LCWR Emerging Future fund for the resources we need to spend time together and to 
enter into generative explorations about how to be faithful to what has been entrusted to us in our 
CSSJ way of life for our times — here and now. While collective ways of doing this do not yet 
formally exist within the Federation, we celebrate the diverse gifts of our respective 
congregations and embrace together the work of cultivating more collaboration in the areas of 
vocation/formation ministry and vibrant local community life. These are essential elements of 
our life, from our foundation in Le Puy-en-Velay through today, and crucial to our future. 
 
This year, through regional and national gatherings, we have spent time together — deepening 
relationships, visiting one another’s congregations, reflecting on our lives as CSSJs, and naming 
what is being animated among us to continue to build up the Oneness we share as Sisters of Saint 
Joseph. This spring we met in Los Angeles, Saint Louis, El Paso, and Rochester, and came 
together online to break open these experiences.  
 
As one group shared: “The gift of community is the gift of religious life to the world. We are 
intergenerational, intercultural, multilingual — trying to live together in community. Religious 
life is a mirror for the world to see a way of life that promotes and tries to live unity.” 
In August we held our national gathering in Chicago. As part of our tending the flame there, we 
each responded to the question, “What are we radiating” in our lives as Sisters of Saint Joseph 
today?  
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/aKhjaN72dRQ?si=80qevQN1UzIbzlmK
mailto:cssjtendingtheflame@gmail.com
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Here is a word cloud representation of our responses: 
 
 

 
 
We also reflected together about our experiences living the vows and a presentation about 
community life, which included this question: 
 
“Is our community life attractive enough to convince young people to risk everything and build 
this life with us? The future of our congregations depends on how intentionally we live our 
community life. Our own community life has to be our message…it is our answer to the call of 
being prophetic witnesses of hope to the world.” 
 
Being together, we are able to name the movements of grace among us, to affirm one another’s 
fidelity to God’s dreams in our lives, and to identify next actions we are called to take together.  
One of our priorities is to communicate more through the Federation, so please stay tuned!   
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Congregations of St. Joseph NGO at the United Nations 

 
 
 
Situation at the United Nations 

 

Recognizing the importance of building 
personal relationships, the United Nations 
(UN) has moved away from hybrid 
meetings to conduct all official meetings in 
person. This has led to a more interactive 
process which is very valuable, although all 
the main meetings can be followed on UN 
WebTV. 
 
 
Engagement with UN Entities and NGO 
Committees 

 

Our UN presence consists to great extent in 
working with other Nongovernmental 
Organizations (NGOs) to be engaged in 
advocacy on important issues and to 
participate actively in many UN meetings. Thus, we are members of NGO committees, attend 
their monthly meetings and contribute to their work in various ways. Sister Marianne Sennick, 
CSJ (Brentwood) and I participate in the monthly meetings of various committees, sharing the 
responsibility of bringing our voice to these groups. I follow Religious at the UN (RUN), the 
NGO Committee for Social Development and its Grassroots Taskforce, the Mining Working 
Group (of which I am a member of the planning committee) and its Amazon subcommittee, and 
the Justice Coalition of Religious (JCoR) as member of the Steering Board and co-chair as well 
as convener of the Personnel Working Group. Marianne follows and brings our voice to the 
monthly meetings of the NGO Committee on the Status of Women and the Committee to Stop 
Trafficking in Persons.  
 
As a member of the JCoR we encourage participation of our members in advocacy training 
workshops In Latin America and India and have had several sisters participating. Grounded in 
local issues identified by the participants, the workshops give information on the SDGs and 
advocacy as well as working to build local or national coalitions to continue the effort.    
 
In mid-September I participated in a Human Rights 75 event on “Civic Space: Enhancing 
Participation Through Strengthened Partnerships,” sponsored by the Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human Rights. Among the issues addressed was the need to increase 
civic space so Civil Society Organizations can have the opportunity to enter into dialogue with 
governments and the UN without fear of reprisals. The reality is that some countries do not want 
the voice of NGOs to be heard in the UN space.  
 

Sr. Barbara Bozak attending the Commission for Social 
Development in February. 
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In October, besides the ordinary committee meetings, Marianne and I participated in an NGO 
meeting with Security Council President, who is from Brazil. We have taken advantage of these 
monthly briefings which are important, for they are the space where NGOs can make specific 
requests to elected officials on their foreign policy decisions can facilitate actions of the Security 
Council. 
 
We also engage with representatives of member states and our members on the ground in various 
countries. Marianne actively follows the Reports of the Secretary General, the General Assembly 
and other UN entities, giving special emphasis to the SDGs which are not on track for 2030.   
 
UN Commission Meetings 

 

 

The beginning of the calendar year sees 
four major commission meetings which 
we participate in. As we do each year, 
through the Federation Justice and Peace 
office we offered our justice coordinators 
the possibility of joining us in New York 
for the Commission for Social 
Development (February) and/or the 
Commission on the Status of Women 
(March). We had the pleasure of 
welcoming two sisters from the Canadian 
federation, Sue Wilson and Joan 
Atkinson as well as Sr. Mary Jo 
Curtsinger (Congregation of St Joseph) 
and two young women sponsored by her 
congregation as participants in the 
Commission for Social Development.  
Since the Federation JPIC group held 
their annual meeting in New York on 

days which overlapped the Commission on the Status of Women, fifteen of them attended some 
of the sessions preceding and/or following their meeting. Marianne met with some of the JPIC 
group at St. Joseph Villa, Hampton Bays, who were visiting the Shinnecock women explaining 
their reclamation of Shinnecock Bay with their kelp initiative. During the Commission on the 
Status of Women Marianne and I met with the two directors and three St. Joseph Workers.  
 
We were one of the co-sponsors of a written statement submitted to the UN in the context of the 
2024 Commission on the Status of Women in March, which underscored the work sisters have 
done and continue to do to give women the tools to be protagonists of their own future. We also 
co-sponsored a written statement underlining the obstacles to moving out of poverty and the 
human rights violations suffered by those living in poverty. I added our name to the Civil Society 
Declaration of the NGO Committee for Social Development, presented to the UN during the 
Commission for Social Development in February. This declaration focused on the importance of 

Four sisters of St. Joseph (Joan Atkinson & Sue Wilson from 
Canada, Barbara, Mary Jo Curtsinger of the Congregation of St. 
Joseph) and two young women at the UN commission meeting 
in February. 
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upholding the dignity of every person and the need to assure a healthy and safe environment for 
all.  
 
On February 13, during the Commission 
for Social Development, I moderated a 
virtual side-event “Still Left Behind: 
SDG Implementation Seen from the 
Grassroots,” organized by the Grassroots 
Subcommittee of the NGO Committee 
for Social Development. 
 
In early April I joined two colleagues for 
a visit to the mission of Ecuador, one of 
the nine countries of the Amazon basin, 
in preparation for the Permanent Forum 
on Indigenous Issues. Given the impact 
of mining on the lives and territory of 
the indigenous peoples in the Amazon 
basin, the Mining Working Group is very 
concerned with how countries see this 
issue. We were happy to have this initial 
conversation which we hope to continue 
concerning the negotiations on the 
legally binding Treaty on Business and 
Human Rights being negotiated in Geneva, which Ecuador is chairing. 
 
Other Engagements 

 

As part of our work to support the struggle for human rights, I reached out to our sisters in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo to get grassroots information on the human rights situation of 
women and children in their country.  I received a significant contribution from a sister of the 
Cuneo congregation which was incorporated into the report together with information received 
from the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur and the Dominicans. This Shadow Report was sent to 
the Human Rights Council in early April as part of the documentation for the Universal Periodic 
Review of the DRC.  This report will be part of the information used during the meeting of the 
Human Rights Council in Geneva during the month of November this year.    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sr. Mary Jo Curstinger (Congregation of St. Joseph), Barbara, and 
two young women at the Commission for Social Development in 
February 2024. 
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High Level Political Forum 

 
During the months of May to August 
each year there is a flurry of activity 
in preparation for the High-Level 
Political Forum on Sustainable 
Development (HLPF), held annually 
in July.  This important meeting is 
held to evaluate the progress on the 
Sustainable Development Goals, 
with all member states invited to 
give a Voluntary National Review 
(VNR) of how they have advanced 
the SDGs and what challenges they 
have faced. In addition to myself 
attending, Varka Kalaydzhieva and 
her colleague, the justice promoters 
for the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Toronto, participated in this important meeting under our NGO.   
 
Together with two other colleagues we prepared an oral statement for the HLPF in the name of 
the Mining Working Group, in which we addressed the interlinkage of extractivism, lack of 
adequate food, and poverty. 
 

In this context, on July 15 I followed a very interesting special session organized by the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs at the UN entitled “Keeping the SDG Promise: 
Pathways to Acceleration.”  The several speakers noted that to achieve the SDGs we need to do 
things differently and do so quickly.  One suggestion was to see what is working locally and 
bring this to the national level. Funding needs to be programmatic and not focused on individual 
projects. Furthermore, the international community needs to reform lending practices and 
restructure the debt which weighs down developing countries.    
 
Haiti 
 

Throughout this year I have continued to work with a small group to advocate for international 
assistance to Haiti to stem the ever-growing violence which has made life in Port-au-Prince and 
beyond virtually impossible. We have met with Bob Rae, the ambassador to the UN from Canada 
and with representatives from Malta, Switzerland, France, and the United States to address the 
ongoing violence which is supported by arms and ammunition arriving from the Port of Miami. 
We are also supported by and continue to work in collaboration with William O’Neill, the UN 
independent expert on the situation of human rights in Haiti. 
 
We follow the discussions in the Security Council and continue to receive updates from people 
on the ground there, which we have shared this with UN member states. We are encouraged by 
the Multinational Security Support Mission led by Kenya but continue to advocate for financial 

Members of the Religious at the UN (RUN) in May 2024. 
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support for this important presence. The Haiti Advocacy group has also organized a lobbying day 
in Washington, DC in September to raise the issue of arms going to Haiti from the U.S.    
 
Plastics Treaty 

 

Sr. Patty Johnson, CSJ (Carondelet) leads our involvement with the negotiations for the Plastics 
Treaty and let me know of a gathering in New York in late September. Sr. Susan Wilcox 
(Brentwood) and I represented the Congregations of St. Joseph at that event sponsored by the 
Plastics Pollution Coalition and held in Central Park, New York City, during Climate Week. We 
met Larke Williams, the U.S. chief negotiator for the UN Plastics Treaty and other persons 
involved in the process.  This was one way to keep our connections with those involved in the 
negotiations.   
 
At the end of April Patty Johnson (Carondelet) and Sue Wilson (Canada) were observers at the 
negotiations for the Plastics Treaty held in Ottawa, Ontario. Patty is planning on being at the 
final negotiations with three other sisters from Carondelet, a meeting to be held in South Korea 
in November.   
 

Other 

 

As co-chair of JCoR and convener of its Personnel 
Working Group, I dedicated a great deal of time to its 
issues and concerns. In the role of co-chair, I was 
engaged in the planning and leading of both monthly 
Steering Board meetings and the May Members’ Board 
meeting. As co-chair and member of the Personnel 
Working Group, I was involved in developing a 
Performance Review for the director and associate 
director.   
 
Throughout the year Marianne Sennick has offered UN 
updates through the Federation Newsletter. In June I 
responded to a request by the justice coordinator of 
Brentwood to do a presentation on our UN presence. 
Marianne and I are happy to do this but not until 
November.   
 
Barbara Bozak, CSJ (Chambéry – West Hartford) 
UN-NGO Coordinator  
Congregations of St. Joseph 
 

 
  

Barbara and two colleagues at a protest 
against Israel’s bombing of Gaza in March 
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International Centre 

 

In October of 2000, the French Federation 
of the Sisters of St Joseph hosted a 
celebration and a ‘colloque’ in honor of 
the 350th anniversary of our founding. 
Representatives of the various federations 
and international congregations were 
invited to attend. Included in these days 
was discussion on the charism and mission 
of the sister in light of the needs of the 
world today. The idea of undertaking a 
common project in the form of an 
International Centre in Le Puy-en-Velay 
surfaced at this gathering. On April 11, 
2002, 17 Sisters of St Joseph — 
representing congregations and 
federations of more than 14,000 Sisters 
worldwide — gathered in Le Puy-en-
Velay. These Sisters recognized the 
presence and call of the charism as experienced by women and men around the planet, and the 
desire to fan the flame of the charism in the hearts of all our members. Together they decided to 
establish an International Centre and gave voice to its first vision and mission statement.  

The Centre opened on October 15, 2004. On October 17, 2024, a 20th anniversary celebration 
was held at the Centre. Representatives of all the Federations and International Congregations 
were present as well as the local mayor and a representative of the bishop of Le Puy-en-Velay. 
Members of the founding International Centre team were able to attend and prepared a beautiful 
prayer for the event. 

The Centre had a full year. The Board was welcomed for its planning meetings in the spring and 
the fall. Despite avoiding the times of the Paris Olympics, a full schedule of programs was 
offered, including the first pilgrimage for Charism in Motion, a program for those in their 20’s 
through 40’s. Other programs were offered for associates and agrégées, as well as those in 
leadership positions in CSSJ ministries throughout the world. Several congregations from the 
U.S. sponsored pilgrimages to the Centre. We also saw increased usage by International and 
local communities for retreat days, planning sessions, and workshops.  

As we look back with gratitude for these past 20 years, we also look forward to the future of the 
International Centre. We pray that many within the worldwide Joseph family will have the 
opportunity to spend time in this sacred place. 

 
  

A photo of the International Centre board outside the Centre 
in Le Puy-en-Velay. 
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Global Coordinating Group 

 
In October 2023, the Superior Generals or their representatives from France, Italy, Canada, 
Argentina, and the United States gathered by Zoom to discuss the challenges and joys each to the 
major federation are facing in their area of the world. (Summary of the challenges and positive 
situations facing congregations/federations listed below) 
 
Proceedings 

 
After the very fruitful prayer and introduction of the members present, Sr. Maryellen Kane led a 
conversation on initial formation and shared a concrete proposal to offer young women in 
formation — and especially novices from each Federation — the opportunity to meet online four 
times a year beginning in 2024, to get to know each other, encourage each other, and share. The 
proposal was well received. In addition, at the request of the participants, Sr. Maryellen was 
asked to draft a brief presentation of the proposal so that it can be presented to the respective 
Congregation/Federation Councils. 
 
NGO at the United Nations 

 
Sr. Barbara Bozak took the floor and explained her work at the UN and in Geneva representing 
the Sisters of St. Joseph. Sr. Barbara is working on the sustainability goals which brings the 
voice of the grassroots to the floor of the UN. She is bringing the voice of the people of Haiti to 
the UN, and while we do have Sisters in the north part of Haiti, they are not in the place of 
violence yet. Sr. Barbara has written a shadow report against Burkina Faso mentioning their 
breaking of human rights. Sr. Barbara used the information collected from our sisters who live 
there. 
 
Sr Barbara also raised the issue of continuity in the work she is doing and plans to continue for 
another four years: who will be able to replace her? Ideally, it would be a full-time person and 
not part-time as she is doing, given her other commitments in the Congregation as well. She 
reminded those present of the importance of having reference contacts, especially in Africa to 
be informed of what is happening and share their invaluable experiences. She also hopes for 
financial help to support this mission at the UN. To date, only the American and Canadian 
Federation have contributed to these expenses. 
 
Miscellaneous  

 
The American Federation reminded participants that 2025 marks the 375th anniversary of the 
founding of the Sisters of St. Joseph and they would like to prepare a logo to commemorate this 
anniversary that could be used by all Federations and Congregations. There is a hope that all 
congregations will use this logo throughout the anniversary year. 
 
2024 also marks the 20th anniversary of the opening of our shared International Center in Le 
Puy-en-Velay, France.  
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Treasurer’s Report 
 
Submitted by Lee Hogan, CSJ, U.S. Federation Treasurer 
  
This report covers the fiscal year of the U.S. Federation: 1 July 2023–30 June 2024. The annual 
budget of the Federation continues to reflect the broad changes that have occurred as an impact 
of the pandemic experience. Annual meetings of the Leadership Assembly and the Leadership 
Council are now split between in-person and virtual. Committees continue to meet virtually for 
the most part. These adjustments impact the annual budget primarily in terms of reduced 
expenses for travel, although the cost of travel in general continues to increase. 
 
The Finance Committee meets several times during the year, exercising its primary duties of 
financial planning, monitoring current finance operations, monitoring the investment portfolio, 
and preparing the annual budget for the next fiscal year. The work of this committee is done in 
collaboration with the Executive Director and the Federation Office staff. The members of the 
2023-24 Finance Committee: Maureen Erdlen, SSJ (Philadelphia); Mary Bernadette McNulty, 
CSJ (Orange); Patricia Warbritton, CSJ (Congregation of St. Joseph); Maryellen Kane, CSJ 
(Federation Executive Director) and Lee Hogan, CSJ (Federation Treasurer).   
 

Investments 

 
The Investment Portfolio of the Federation is with CBIS (Christian Brothers Investment 
Services). The Finance Committee meets annually with CBIS representatives to review 
investment performance and any changes in CBIS practice, programs or procedures. The 
Committee reviews monthly reports at its regular meetings. The Federation’s investment policy 
and guidelines are reviewed periodically by the committee and updated as needed.   
 
On July 1, 2023, the portfolio was valued at $3,322,187; on June 30, 2024 it stood at $3,637,275. 
This represents an increase in the value of the portfolio of $315,088 over the fiscal year.    
 
Annual Budget to Actual 
 
The Operating Revenue actual was $312,702 versus a budget of $341,040 for a negative variance 
of $28,338.  Operating Expense actual was $474,951 versus a budget of $585,179 for a positive 
variance of $100,228. So, both spending and revenue were below the budget. The actuals are 
shown below with the revenue deficit met through investment earnings. 
 
Actual Results 

 

Expenses:     $474,951 
Revenue:     $312,702 
Net Operating Revenue:         ($162,249) 
(To meet expenses, this amount taken from Investment earnings, per Federation Spending Policy) 
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Budget Approval  
 
Up to 2023, the revised 2017 organizational structure of the Federation called for the submission 
of the proposed annual budget to the Assets Committee, a reserved powers committee of the 
Leadership Assembly.  The Assets Committee had responsibility for recommending approval to 
the Leadership Assembly. The members of the Assets Committee were: Patty Johnson, CSJ 
(Carondelet); Shirley Anne Brown, CSJ (Watertown); Marian Batho, CSJ (Boston); Maryellen 
Kane, CSJ, and Lee Hogan, CSJ. The 2023-2024 budget was reviewed by the Assets Committee, 
sent to the Leadership Assembly and was approved at the May 2023 meeting. 
 
At its November 2023 meeting, the Leadership Assembly voted to consolidate the 3 “Reserved 
Powers Committees” into a single committee called the Reserved Powers Committee. Its 
responsibilities included those previously assigned to the Mission and Identity, Governance, and 
Assets Committees.  The members of the Reserved Powers Committee are: Sisters Marie Hogan, 
CSJ (Congregation of St. Joseph), Sean Peters, CSJ (Carondelet), Beth Sutter, CSJ (Rochester).  
 

Dues 2024-2028 

 
The final year for the 5-year dues plan that was in use was approved by the Leadership Assembly 
in 2018 to continue until 2023. That period ended with the budget for 2023. This plan has 
worked well for the Federation in that it provided certainty about a key revenue stream.   At the 
Assembly Meeting in November 2022 the body approved the continuation of the same strategy 
in assessing dues for an additional 5 years, through 2028.   
 
Dues are assessed to each congregation based on the total number of sisters in each group 
according to the NRRO data submitted for December 31 of each year. The Dues budget of the 
Federation is divided by the total number of sisters in the Federation to arrive at the per capita 
rate for a year. In 2023-24 the total number of sisters was 2,931. This is a number we watch as it 
is declining with some speed.   
 
Audit 
 
The audit of the 2023-2024 budget is in process. The audit is being conducted by Zielinski and 
Associates. The Finance Committee will meet with the auditor’s representative and review the 
audit at its December meeting. The committee has requested an earlier timeline for the audit but 
it cannot be completed to meet the printing deadline for this annual report.   
 

In-kind Donations 

 
Included at the end of this report is a listing of in-kind donations from each of the member 
congregations. It is important to note that much of the work of the Federation could not proceed 
without the commitment of the members who give so generously of their time in committee 
work and direct service. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lee Hogan, CSJ, Treasurer 
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In-Kind Donations 

 
   

 Service Total In-Kind 
Donation 

Baden   
 Leadership Council $4800 
 Lifelong Transformation 

Committee 
$480 

 Vocation/Formation $600 
Boston   
 Finance Committee $1200 
 Leadership Council $2160 
 Lifelong Transformation 

Committee 
$480 

Brentwood   
 375th Event Planning 

Committee 
$432 

 Executive Director Salary $23,800 
 Lifelong Transformation 

Committee 
$480 

Canadian Federation   
 Lifelong Transformation 

Committee 
$480 

Carondelet   
 Leadership Assembly 

Planning Committee 
$480 

 Leadership Council $2400 
 Reserve Powers 

Committee 
$960 

Carondelet- Los Angeles   
 Lifelong Transformation 

Committee 
$480 

Carondelet- St. Louis   
 375th Event Planning 

Committee 
$1296 

 Vocation/Formation $600 
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Carondelet- St. Paul   
 Associates Charism 

Companion Group 
$360 

Congregation of St. 
Joseph 

  

 375th Event Planning 
Committee 

$432 

 Finance Committee $720 
 Leadership Council $3600 
 Reserve Powers 

Committee 
$480 

 Vocation/Formation $600 
Orange   
 Finance Committee $720 
 Leadership Council $3600 
 Lifelong Transformation 

Committee 
$600 

Philadelphia   
 Associates Charism 

Companion Group 
$360 

 Charism in Motion $2880 
 Finance Committee $720 
 Leadership Council $2400 
 Lifelong Transformation 

Committee 
$1200 

Rochester   
 Leadership Council $2400 
 Reserve Powers 

Committee 
$480 

 Vocation/Formation $840 
Springfield   
 Leadership Council $2400 
 Lifelong Transformation 

Committee 
$600 

St. Augustine   
 Leadership Council $2400 

   

Grand Total  $68,920 

 


