
 
U.S. FEDERATION OF SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH EXAMINE RADICALLY 

TRANSFORMING COMMUNITY IN ST. LOUIS, MO 
 
 
The U.S Federation of Sisters of St. Joseph is hosting a gathering of members and partners in mission 
from July 8-10, 2022, in St. Louis, MO. Radically Transforming Community is the Event's theme, which 
presents an opportunity for participants to both talk about and experience community.  
 
“After two-plus years of isolation and social distancing, this gathering, more than ever, highlights the 
importance of connection and community,” said Maryellen Kane, CSJ, executive director of the 
organization. “Our theme of Radically Transforming Community continues to be a timely and exciting 
call as we welcome new voices and partnerships and look to our collective future.”  
 
Participants will hear inspiring speakers and panelists throughout the weekend, engage in meaningful 
conversation, deepen relationships, and encounter advocates working to transform social injustices.  
The opening keynote address, Radical Unioning Love: Words Are Not Enough, will be given by Lynn M. 
Levo, CSJ, PH.D., a licensed psychologist, lecturer, and consultant. Levo, a Sister of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet, has focused her professional life on helping communities foster healthy relationships. 
 
What Can Black Lives Matter and the Movement for Abolition Teach Catholics About Liberation? is the 
title of the Day 2 keynote that Olga Marina Segura will present. Segura, a black immigrant from Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic, is a freelance writer and former culture editor at National Catholic 
Reporter. She authored Birth of a Movement: Black Lives Matter and the Catholic Church, and her 
writings have been published in The Guardian, Latino Rebels, Shondaland, Sojourners, Refinery29, and 
The Revealer.  
 
A panel discussion titled, Further Insights on Radical Community, will include presentations by Nina 
DuBose who spent a year with the St. Joseph Worker-Los Angeles program; Dr. Siabhan May-
Washington Ed.D, an Associate of the Sister of St. Joseph and president of St. Teresa’s Academy in 
Kansas City, Missouri; Casper ter Kuile, author of The Power of Ritual and co-author of How We Gather;  
Thuy Tran, CSJ, a Sister of St. Joseph of Orange, a well-respected community leader and healthcare 
advocate for vulnerable communities.  
 

-more- 



 
The Sisters of St. Joseph are committed to walking with the poor and marginalized, including those who 
are incarcerated and on death row. On the final day of this event, the group will look at a contemporary 
response to incarceration and its intersection with human trafficking by addressing the injustices of cash 
bail and pretrial detention in the United States. The cash bail system often keeps those with minimal 
resources jailed before being proven guilty. Even small bail amounts for nonviolent offenses can force 
plea bargains and prevent due process. People of color and those with low incomes are 
disproportionately affected.  
 
"We are committed to caring for our dear neighbors and have a long history of working alongside 
people who have been impacted by incarceration,” said Lisa Cathelyn, justice coordinator for the U.S. 
Federation of the Sisters of St. Joseph. “Financially supporting a bail fund, amplifying the good work of 
diversion and reentry organizations, and advocating for the establishment of a federal-level reparations 
commission is one concrete way to live out our Gospel values." 
 
A panel presentation and discussion on the cash bail system issue features three women who have 
experienced incarceration or confinement firsthand. Serena Martin-Liguori, executive director of New 
Hour for Women and Children-Long Island; Shameka Parrish-Wright community advocacy and 
partnership manager at The Bail Project; and Barb Baker advocacy director and certified peer support 
specialist for Keyway Center for Diversion and Reentry. April Foster, executive director of Keyway Center 
for Diversion and Reentry, will also join the panel discussion. Through education, reflection, encounter, 
and action, participants will learn more about this injustice and formulate action to transform the 
system and restore lives and communities. 
 
 
The U.S. Federation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph is a dynamic union of all the Sisters of Saint Joseph of 
the United States who claim a common origin in the foundation at Le Puy, France in 1650. This includes 
3,153 Sisters, 3,013 Associates, and 43 Agrégées of 16 Congregations throughout the United States. 
Together they strive to embody a vision of all people united in one earth community of love, unity, and 
reconciliation. We do this through collaborative programs, interaction, prayer, and ministry. In our 
conflicted 21st century world, the Sisters of Saint Joseph seek to bring our charism and vision to life in a 
way that will speak to our contemporary society and be a positive influence for change. 
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