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The U.S.  Federat ion of  the Sisters  of  St .  
Joseph joins  with the Leadership 
Conference of  Women Religious (LCWR) 
and countless  groups and individuals  
across  the country and in Pit tsburgh to 
condemn the s laughter  of  our brothers  and 
s is ters  at  Tree of  Life  Congregation in the 
community of  Squirrel  Hil l .
 
Our hearts  are heavy and our souls  are 
pained at  the intrusion of  anti-Semitism 
and violence in God’s  sacred space.  We join 
with LCWR and Catholic  s is ters  across  the 
nation to extend our sympathy to the 
famil ies  of  those who lost  their  l ives .  We 
wil l  mourn with you.  We wil l  pray with 
you.  We wil l  walk with you in the spir i t  of  
God’s  love.
 
We recognize that  shootings  at  synagogues 
and schools ,  churches and mosques ,  in  our 
homes and on our streets  have become al l  
too common.  The current  pol i t ical  c l imate 
and growing polarizat ion of  our 
communit ies  feed hate and spawn violence.
 
In responding to this  act  of  violence,  
Cardinal  Daniel  N.  DiNardo,  president  of  
the U.S.  Conference of  Catholic  Bishops 
(USCCB) stated that  “Violence as  a  response 
to pol i t ical ,  racial  or  rel igious differences  
must  be confronted with al l  possible  effort .  
God asks  nothing less  of  us ,”  he said.
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“He begs  us  back to our common humanity 
as  his  sons and daughters ,”  he continued.  
 
We recognize that  the role  of  racist  rhetoric  
and the senseless  rancor must  s top.  White  
supremacists  and their  white  nat ional is t  
ideology must  be exposed and denounced.  
Anti-Semitism,  racism,  and hate of  a l l  kinds 
must  be c learly condemned by our rel igious 
and poli t ical  leaders ,  and each of  us  as  wel l .
 
We acknowledge that  a l l  of  us  have played a  
role  in the polarizat ion of  our communit ies  
and the denigrat ion of  the other .  Each of  us  
must  part ic ipate  in the heal ing and binding 
of  wounds for  which our communit ies  long.  
We offer  our prayers  for  the members  of  the 
Tree of  Life  Congregation and for  a l l  who 
have been vict ims of  hate  and violence and 
we say loudly and clearly ,  enough.
 
Condemnation alone cannot  bring change.  
Our mission as  Sisters  of  St .  Joseph,  which 
cal ls  us  to  unite  neighbor to neighbor and 
neighbor to God,  reminds us  that  we bui ld 
community by being the neighbor to the one 
we don’t  know:  the person next  door,  the 
person who works with us ,  the stranger we 
meet  on the street .  I t  i s  only by breaking 
down our own barriers  of  comfort  and 
isolat ion that  we can begin to understand 
and appreciate  those whose rel igion,  race,  
gender or  l i festyle  is  different  than our own.


