
Hopes for Roots Alive (as the Spirit Directs) 12/4/21  
  
From the Planning Team in consultation with the Discerning Team   
  
For review by Roots participants  
  
Through the seven monthly sessions and recordings, we aim to  
  

1)    Enter into the depth of the gift of the charism by returning to the original inspiration 
of the CSSJ’s through the study of our primitive documents and their historical 
setting.  

  
2)    Recognize that immersion in the origins formed many women.  Many women who 

followed, not conversant with the original documents, nevertheless lived the spirit of 
the charism through the centuries to the 21st Century and we find many others 
formed in the charism.     

   
3)    Understand the importance of living the charism from a discerning life stance – 

individually and together, during Roots and within our various communities.  
  

4)    Welcome the future already within us that emerges from a well-understood and well-
grounded life now.  
  

5)    Recognize the gift of the charism alive in our neighbors, associates, agrégées, 
partners in ministry, and often in people we serve and those who serve us.  

  
6)     Assess the relevance of the charism for our times with implications for inclusion and 

equity, outreach, and service as we might deepen, focus, or expand our mission.  
  
After Roots Alive in the 21st Century sessions  
  
We aim to develop with participant input a written document that includes  

1. data on the Roots program   
2. participant responses and fruits of discernment  
3. the hope for specific articulation of direction for individuals and congregations  
4. suggestions for what might follow this experience   

  
The document would be made public in a variety of ways to be determined.  It might include 
suggested processes for further exploration by interested others, in hopes that the seeds 
presented might grow ever clearer and stronger through on-going movements of the Spirit.   


