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Welcome, participants in Roots Alive! In the 21st Century, some on live zoom and 
those who will watch the recordings.  370 are registered for today and over 255 
for the following sessions to follow which include to date 56 associates and 
agrégées and 15 partners in ministry and staffs.  
 
We will come from every congregation in the United States and Canadian 
Federations, including Peru.  A sister in Japan will follow us with the recordings.    
 
I am Beth LeValley, a Sister of St. Joseph of Rochester.  After this introduction, Pat 
will share on our founding; Marcia will review the sessions; then I return with 
information on accessing materials and then conclude. 
 
I clearly remember as a novice in the 60’s reading the documents of Vatican II 
straight through – on vacation!  They were truly revolutionary.  I fought, as did 
many of you, in the battles of change so critical to those times and our mission as 
Sisters of St. Joseph.  In leadership from 75-91, I related to the processes for our 
documents, presided over their promulgation, and deeply engaged in the release 
of energy that followed.  
 
In January, St. Luke, also from Rochester and on our Planning Committee, and I 
participated in a January presentation by Joan Roccasalvo from Brentwood.  We 
realized immediately that there is new research on our founding. While presented 
to those entering our Congregations, much has not filtered through us at large or 
those affiliated with us.  
 
I called Pat Byrne and Marcia Allen, part of my leadership era and known to many 
of you, to ask if they would help shape the content and processes of Roots Alive! 
They said yes, and so we begin today.  
 
Many of us have participated in Federation 5-year annual events, Spirit Alive 
programs, Cultivating Our Roots, the Life Institutes, the Bearers of the Tradition 
Institute and so many others offered mostly in person but more recently on-line.  
We have benefited from so many Sisters of St. Joseph and associates from other 



congregations joining us for chapters, workshops, and inspiration.  For me and 
perhaps for you, our gathering over these coming months will be one of the 
largest of cyber CSSJ meetings.  And yes, we believe in the Spirit Alive, uniting 
even through technology! 
 
I express our Planning Team's gratitude for the assistance of Federation staff, 
Mary Ellen Kane (Brentwood), Executive Director and Kristen Whitney Daniels’ 
help with technology.  We are most grateful for the excellent organizational and 
technical skills of Joan Gallagher, Brentwood who is also serving as zoom host 
with Michelle Lesher, Philadelphia, Pat Eichner and Jan McCormick, Concordia.  
We thank the 40 and more facilitators who will be meeting with Marcia and 
leading us in the break out groups. 
 
It has been a delight to share with many of you by phone or email.  Your 
comments and questions have helped shaped today. 
 
We recognize we are at a watershed time in the life of apostolic religious, a time 
that calls us to a different kind of discernment about our future, individually but 
more importantly as congregations.  In these times we are fortunate to have so 
many others who care to be on this journey – associates and agrégées, staff, and 
other companions in spirituality and ministry.   
 
Today in this Year of Joseph we embark together on a critical spiritual quest 
without knowing where we will be in April, 2022 when together we process and 
assess what has happened among us.  
 
The hope for Roots Alive! In the 21st Century is  
 
1) that individually and together, we be in touch with the living roots of our 

founding; 
2)  that we embrace the source of our strong spirituality alive within us today; 
3)  and together, as the family of Joseph, we experience anew the great love of 

God for us, a unifying love so needed in our times.   
 
With the help of Pat and Marcia we will return to roots of our founding, our 
fundamental DNA, to better envision and move into the future.   
 



We hope for the Spirit working within us individually in our own spaces and with 
others, through zoom or listening to the recorded sessions. Gathered together, 
we pray that the Spirit guide us into the right next steps for our families of Joseph.  
 
I end with prayer adapted from the Maxims.  Please join with me.    

May we be faithful to the grace of the Holy Spirit, listening attentively. 

May we be given to God by a holy self-surrender; may we empty ourselves.  

May God’s holy and loving will be before us. 

May we long for and know the great love of God without over eagerness; may 

we manifest zeal. 

May we be courageous to undertake what God wants of us and to persevere in 

what we undertake. 

May we continue to hope even when thrown into hopelessness. 

May we “Put aside our old self” so we “can put on the new.” 

AMEN 

Now to Pat who will lead us into some founding moments in preparation for 

October 15. 


