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Early in a gathering of our Planning Team, Marcia said “We are all novices”.  I ask have any of 

us been part of a novitiate class of some 300 with more to come?   

My interpretation of what is before our novitiate class:  

Pat and Marcia will lead us into history:  the moments, the stories, the documents, the words, 

the founding gift of charism - and bring us back to today.   

The hope for us novices, united in a unique spiritual quest, is that we develop the class 

content as we return to our founding and discover today’s shoots.  We hope for a rooted, 

living dynamism pointing to a more clearly articulated path ahead, a Spirit-directed way for us 

individually and together, in service to today’s neighbors.  

********************** 

I believe in these signs as we gather for these moments: 

I believe because of your enthusiastic communications by phone and email, expressing sure 

and deep interest in this type of spiritual journey together, and the numbers registering; 

I believe because of  

-the immediate yeses of Marcia Allen and Pat Byrne to provide grounded sustenance for 

this journey;  

and the yes of Joan Gallagher to be host and overseer of the newly minted – at least for 

most of us - technologies that are uniting us across congregations and nations;  

and the yes of Sheila Briody (Rochester), Kathy McClusky (Boston), and Carol Quinlivan 

(Los Angeles) to facilitate our discernment process toward our April session; 

 and the yes of our other hosts and our facilitators. 

I believe in our reflective attentiveness to the core roots of our foundational history and 

attentiveness to the movements, dynamics large and small, that will stir within us individually 

and collectively; and I believe in our sharing, listening, and hopefully naming the Spirit at work 

among us.  

I believe that at the end of our common commitment to these days ahead, we will know how 

to care for the fragile spiritual and ministerial shoots that call us to tend them.   



And perhaps each of us in this Community of Joseph gathered together in this way and 

those watching the recordings will recognize the gifts we can share with each other and 

the dear neighbor in the neighborhood that is our world.   

*********************** 

As I prepared the beginning prayer based on the maxims, I found myself repeating “may we, 

may we”…   Of a sudden, the words turned into the French words that sound the same, but 

have another meaning.   

“May we” became 

 “Mais oui”  

Meaning “but yes”   

May I suggest these words serve as call:  that we might surrender to this journey expectantly, 

bowing humbly and simply before the next steps, rendering “but yes” to discoveries along the 

way.  

I conclude with a “litany” for our congregations. May we tend to each one, lifting them up in 

their need and in their grace:  (one by one named and on the screen) 

Albany     Orange 

Baden     Peru  

Boston     Philadelphia 

Brentwood     Rochester 

Buffalo     Sioux Ste. Marie 

Concordia     Springfield 

Congregation of St. Joseph  St. Augustine 

Congregation of the Sisters of               St. Louis 

 St. Joseph in Canada   St. Paul 

Los Angeles     Toronto      

Lyon (Maine)    Watertown 

Northwestern Pennsylvania       

 

Holy journeying, all. 


