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The U.S. Federation of the Sisters of St.
Joseph joins with Rise St. James, in
opposition to the construction of a $9.4 billion
industrial plastics complex by Formosa
Industries. The complex will consist of 16
facilities and is expected to double emissions
in St. James Parish – a town where 14% of
the land is already owned by chemical
companies. Our partnership with Rise St.
James is motivated by our commitment to
fighting environmental racism, and focusing
on the ways in which racism, migration, and
the climate crisis intersect.

St. James Parish is located along the
Mississippi River between New Orleans and
Baton Rouge, a strip of land also known as
"Cancer Alley" due to the high number of
industrial and chemical plants and the
inordinately high cancer rates – 2nd highest
in the United States. 

Census data from 2019 states that 48.8% of
the population in St. James is Black. "[Putting
these complexes in St. James] is a decision
based on 'we don’t want it in the white area
but we don’t mind it being in the black area,'"
said Clyde Cooper, the 5th District Parish
Council Member. 

To further complicate the matter, Rise St.
James has found evidence that the
proposed construction site is on the slave
cemeteries for the former Acadia and Buena
Vista Plantations.

Since 1930, Louisiana has lost 1,900 square
miles of costal land due to pollution, driving
out wildlife, agriculture, and the families that
have lived there for generations. 

The industry is booming with half of all the
plastic ever made being created in the last
13 years. There is 6,400 million metric tons
of plastic waste; 79% are in landfills or the
environment, 12% has been incinerated,
and only 9% has been recycled. It’s in our
food, our water, our soil, and our air— one
study has indicated that just by eating,
drinking, and breathing, Americans ingest at
least 74,000 microplastic particles every
year. 

We are asking all of you to join us in action,
prayer, and advocacy. We commit to
standing in solidarity with Rise St. James to
fight against the systems contributing to
these intersecting injustices.
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The U.S. Federation of the Sisters of
St. Joseph Stands with Rise St. James

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/stjamesparishlouisiana/PST045219
https://www.nola.com/gambit/news/article_eaf27848-2113-11ea-b467-d33ba3d4a239.html

