
For the week of July 14, 2017 

IMMIGRATION 

CONGREGATION OF ST. JOSEPH 

Peace & Justice Report 

  TELL CONGRESS:  
Protect Funding for Refugee Assistance & Resettlement and Reduce Fund-
ing for Immigration Detention, Deportation & Border Militarization  

Background: President Trump’s FY18 budget 

request would significantly cut funds for refugee 

assistance overseas and resettlement in the United 

States, while unnecessarily ballooning an already 

bloated immigration detention and deportation 

force and further militarizing border communities. 

Congress has the “power of the purse” and can 

reject this proposal. It is critical that Senators and 

Representatives hear from us as constituents who 

stand with refugees and immigrants.  

Trump’s budget proposes a 31% cut to refugee 

resettlement programs that support local schools 

and successfully help refugees find employment, as 

well as drastic cuts to international assistance to 

refugees and internally displaced persons. At the 

same time, Trump is requesting $4.5 billion in 

additional funding to expand his deportation force 

to tear families and communities apart, detain an 

unprecedented 51,379 people, and further 

militarize communities living along the southern 

U.S. border.  

Congress must robustly fund refugee assistance 

overseas and the U.S. refugee resettlement 

program, at minimum at last year’s levels, and reduce 

funding for mass immigration detention, deportation, and 

border militarization.  

TAKE ACTION  

CALL YOUR SENATORS & REPRESENTATIVES 

TODAY: 1-866-961-4293  

Please call 3 times to connect with your 

Representative and both of your Senators: 

Sample Script: “I’m your constituent from [CITY/TOWN], 

and I urge you to protect refugee assistance and resettlement 

from the cuts proposed in Trump’s budget request. Please also 

reduce funding for detention, deportation and border 

militarization, which only tears families and communities apart. 

My community welcomes refugees and immigrants, and I urge 

you to reflect the best of our American values of compassion, 

hospitality, and welcome.”  

Feel free to share a personal story about standing in 

solidarity with refugees and immigrants.  


